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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please axuead claims 1, 9, 10, 14, 23, 27 and 36 as follows: 

t . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of optiraiidtig a query in a compmer system, the 
query being perfoxmed by the computer system to reodeve data from a database stored on the 
compater system, die mediod comprising: 

(a) combining join predicates fi:om a query with local predicates from each branch of one or 
mote UNION AIX views referenced by the query; 

(b) analy^g the combined predicates; and 

(c) Got generating the jot a^ except when the aftaly a is analyTring step indicates that the 
combined predicates are always FALSE and the join generates an empty result 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, wherein die query joins two or moic of the 
UNION ALL views. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The mediod of claim 1, wherein each UNION ALL view contains a 
UNION ALL of one base table with a local predicate specifying a data rang^ in the base cable. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The mediod of claim 1, wherein the join predicates are on columns of the 
UNION ALL views that correspond to the local predicates. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The method o£ claim 1, wherein a select-list of the query does not contain 
aggregate functions, a DISTINCT modifier, or a GROUP BY clause. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, wherein a select-list of the query contains a 
DISTINCT modifier, but does not contain aggregate functions or a GROUP BY clause. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, futtliet comprising creating a new query block that 
includes a DISTINCT modifier with the select-list as a parent query block. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, wherein a select-list of the query contains one or 
more aggregate functions and/ or a GROUP BY clause. 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 8, further comprising creating a 
regrouping query block vnth. a rt^upic g re grouping select-list and die GROUP BY clause* and 
anodier select-list used for distribution. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1, wherein pruning logic decertnines 
whether the combined predicates &om the local predicates from die branches of the UNION - ALL 
vicwfl and joina of tcfcrcaciag query are contradictory. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 10, wherein the combined predicates are 
contcadictoty if the predicates always evaluate to FALSE. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The mediod of claim 1 1, wherein no join is generated if the combined 
predicates are contradictory. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 11, wherein the join is generated if the combined 
predicates are not concradicrory. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-implemented apparatus for optimizing a 
query, comprising: 

(a) a computer system; 

(b) logic, performed by the computer system, for 

(1) combining join predicates fcom a query with local predicates from each branch of 
one or more UNION ALL views referenced by the quety; 

(2) analyzing the combined predicates; and 

(3) flot generating die j oin^ except when die analyaia analyzing seep indicates that the 
combined predicates are always FALSE and the join generates an empty result. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the query joins two or more of the 
UNION ALL views. 
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16, (ORIGINAL) The appatatus of claim 14, wherein each UNION ALL view contains a 
UNION ALL of one b^c table with a local ptedicare specifying a data range in the base table. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of daim 14, wherein the join predicates are on cotumns of 
the UNION ALL views that correspond to the local predicates. 

18- (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein a select-list of the query does not 
contain aggregate fiincdons, a DISTINCT modifier, or a GROUP BY dause. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of daim 14, wherein a sdect-list of the query conteins a 
DISTINCT modifier^ but does not contain aggregate funcdons or a GROUP BY clause. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of daim 1% further comprising logic for creating a new 
query block that includes a DISTINCT modifier with the sdect-list as a parent query block. 

21. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein a sdeci-lisc of the query contains one 
or more aggregate functions and/ot a GROUP BY cbuse. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The apparams of claim 21, further comprising logic for creating a 
regrouping query block with a legoi^ing select-list and the GROUP BY clause^ and another select- 
list used for distdbution. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparams of daim 14, wherein pruning logic 
determines whether the combined predicates fcom die - lQcalprcdicatca from the blanches of - ch e 

TIMTniSJ ATTi vifflgn iifif^ jn i nn nf rt>.ft*rMrii^g qnory are COntZadictOzy, 

24. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of daim 23, wherein the combined predicates are 
contradictory if the predicates always evaltiate to FALSE. 

25. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of daim 24, wherein no join is generated if the combined 
predicates are contradictory. 
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26. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the join is generated if the combined 
predicates are not contradictory. 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An ardde of manufacture ^ftmpT^oing a computer- 
readable media embodying legie-£sf instructions thaL when read and executed by a cQmputQg 
system^ results in the computer system performing a method for optimizing a query, the query being 
performed by [[a]] fiie computer system to retrieve data fitom a database stored in a data storage 
device coupled to the computer system, die method comprising: 

(a) combining join predicates £tom a query with local predicates from each branch of one or 
more UNION ALL views referenced by th& query; 

(b) analyajng the combined predicaiies; and 

(c) ftot generating the joi nj except when the ano iy a i Q analyzing step indicates that chc 
combined predicates are always FALSE and die join genecates an emp^ result. 

28- (ORIGINAL) The ardcle of claim 27, whetein the query joins two or more of the 
UNION ALL views- 

29. (ORIGINAL) The ardcle of daim 27, wherein each UNION ALL view contains a 
UNION ALL of one base cable wich a local predicaie specifying a data range in die base table. 

30. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 27, wherein die join predicates are on columns of the 
UNION ALL views that correspond to the local predicaces. 

31. (ORIGINAL) The article of daim 27, wherein a sclect-lisc of the query docs not contain 
aggregate functions, a DISTINCT modifier, or a GROUP BY clause. 

32. (ORIGINAL) The article of daim 27, wherein a select-list of the query contains a 
DISTINCT modifier, but does not contain aggregate functions or a GROUP BY clause. 

33. (ORIGIMAL) The atride of daim 32, furdier comprising creating a new query block thac 
indudes a DISTINCT modifier with the sdect-Ust as a parent query block. 

« 
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34. (ORIGINAL) The article of ckim 27, wherein a select-list of the query contains one or 
more aggtegate functions and/or a GROUP BY clause. 

35. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 34^ further comprising creating a regrouping quety 
block with a regouping selecc-list and die GROUP BY clause, and another select-list used for 
distiibudon. 

36. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of daim 27, wherdn pruning logic determines 
whether the combined predicates &om the local picdicarcs £uom the brjinchca of the UNION ALL 
vicwa and join$ of rcfctencing query axe concradictoxy' 

37. (ORIGINAL) The article of daim 36. wherein die combined predicates are contradictory 
if die predicates always evaluate to FALSE- 

38. (ORIGINAL) The ardclc of claim 37« wherein no join is generated if the combined 
predicates are contradictory. 

39. (ORIGINAL) The ardcle of daim 39, wherein the join is generated if the combined 
predicates are not contradictory. 
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